
MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT 
SMALL CELL LUNG CANCER (SCLC)

MYTH
There’s no treatment  
for SCLC.

MYTH
Former smokers 
cannot develop SCLC.

MYTH
I’m too young to have  
lung cancer.

MYTH
SCLC does not spread  
beyond the lungs.

MYTH
Smoking cigarettes 
is the only risk factor 
for SCLC.

FACT
While there’s no cure, there are a variety of treatment options including 
surgery, chemotherapy, radiation therapy and medicines that stimulate 
the body’s immune system to fight the cancer.1

FACT
Those who have quit smoking can still develop lung cancer, but the 
risk decreases 30% to 60% for those who have quit smoking for 10 or 
more years.5

FACT
The average age of people diagnosed with lung cancer is around 70. 
However, a small number of people diagnosed with SCLC may be 
younger than 45.3

FACT
A cancer is always named after the part of the body it started in, 
meaning SCLC always starts within the lungs. However, lung cancers 
– including SCLC – may spread to other parts of the body such as the 
brain, liver or bone.2 

FACT
Smoking is the most common risk factor for SCLC; however it is not 
the only one. Other risk factors include exposure to secondhand 
smoke, asbestos, some inhaled chemicals, radiation or air pollution. A 
family history of lung cancer can also come into play.4
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